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2011 Seymour Medal Award

@ SOCIETY FOR AMERICAN BASERALL RESEARCH

LATEST NEWS

WENTOOAY | LOGIR

SABRMATICN

Spatz and Steinberg's '1921' is Awarded the 2011
Seymour Medal

ID21: The Vankoes, the Gliants, and the Battle for Basebal! Supremacy i Maw York, writtan
oy SABR members Lyle Sgatz ard Steve Steinberg, | the winner of the 2011 Sevmosr
Megal, which hanors the bast book of bagsetal’ nistory ar biograshy published durng the
grecading celendar year.

| RESEARCH CHAFTERS

The authars will receive their rmedal at the Saymour Medal Conference, May 13-14 st the
Radizzon Holel Gabeway in Cleveland, Ohéo. (For a schadule of events and reglstrabion
information, dick here. )

1831 was published oy the University of Nebradke Press.

The Seymaur Medal Selection Committee releaged the following statement about the
winning boak:

"182] describes the pennank races in baoth the National and American Leagues in that year.
Far the first time, Mew York had 8 subway World Series with the Gients and Yankees
haoking ug. Obvicusy, with Babe Ruth versus John MoGraw, the World Series takes on
added meaning given MoGraws shyle of play and Ruth’s horme rins. The book™s structure in
talkcing the readers through the seasan, aiternating betiveen the bwa teems and leagies, is
to be commended, The authors also provide significant insight into the thinking of the bwo
great managers, John MoGraw and Miller HBugging, In their descriptens and alsa with the
halp of quates frem the lesding basebatl celumnists of that period, Spatz and Steinberg
prowide a rich and colerful description of basaball and life in 1921, This Is an important
addition to baseball literatwre,”

The other finalists for the 2011 Seymour Medal ware:

® Jag Crandn: A Life o Baseball, by Mark srmaur {Univarsity of Nabraska Prass)

¢ Fifty-nine in ‘84, by Edward Acharn {Smithsonlan)

* The Last Boy: Mickey Manbla and the End of America's Childhood, by Jane Leawy
(Hara=ar)

Stainberg, the suthar of Besehail in 5L Louis, 1900-1025 and many articles an earty
tweriistr-cantury besehsll, said he wes surprisad and plessed by the honar

“There were 20 many cutstanding beoke writken ia 2010, Just a terrific group of finalists,”
e smid,

"1 thaught we covered tha geazon well, the teams, the players. W just lat ail their
sersanalities come across and wikak ik cormas back to o me is the storylelling. That's whak
it's afl about.”

SPBL'!. the authar of Yanke2s I'.-l‘Jl’I‘JI'I"F_, Yankeas GDJ.I'JF.' ew York Yankee FTE:-'El‘
Transactions, 1903 through 1999, cheirmer of the Basebell Records Reseandh Comrmittes
and the winner of the 2000 Bab Davids Awerd, SABR's highest nanor, skid working with
Steinberg was "a real pleasure,”

“huthors heve collaborated before, but [ dor't know how the bedk they did it before e-mail
and everything,” he said. "We live abadt &% far away as you can passbly oet from each
ather (Steinberg in ‘Washirgton and Spatz i Florida), but it was ro problem at sl We've
alza become frends and, as [ understand, that's net always the case.”

Hpth writers said they gained a greater appreciation af John MoGraw after researching the
Gaak,

"He was such a complicated and brilliant marager” Steinberg said, "although [ don't know
Fhe would be able o succend in madem bascball with his persanaliby.”

Adoed Spatz, "McGraw was even mare dominant than | realized — in the sense of
cantrelling his team, of calling every pitch oven way back in 1921, ard really being an
iron-fistad ruler. But much ke (Gaorge) Stelnbranner, who could be a real jark os MoGraw
could be, he als2 had a soft spot. He always had sevan o elght ballplayers, old Giants ar
{Baldmore} Orloles, werking for him at the Polo Grounds in varlous capacites. That's kind
af countar-intuitive .. when you think of McGeaw's [reputation).”

www.stevesteinberg.net
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1921 Flyer

WINNER OF THE 2011 SEYMOUR MEDAL

1921

The Yankees, the Giants, and the Battle for Baseball
Supremacy in New York

Lyle Spatz and Steve Steinberg

Foreword by Charles C. Alexander

Al the dawn of the fodar in“ twanlies, baseball was xlfumli.uﬁ o overcome Twa of
its darkest moments: the death of a player during a Major League game and the
revelations of the 1g1g Black Sox scandal. At this critical junciwre for baseball,
twio teams emerged to fight for the future of the game. They were also battling for
ihe hearts and minds of Mew Yorkers as the cliy rose in dramatic fashion to the
pinnacle of the baseball world.

1921 capiures this crucial moment in the history of baseball, telling the story of
a season that pitted the New York Yankees against their Polo Grounds land-
lords and hated rivals, John MoGraw’s Giants, In the first all-New York Serles
and resulted in the first American League pennant for the now-storied Yankees'
franchize. Lyle Sparz and Steve Steinberg recreate the drama that featured the
charismatic Babe Ruth in his assault on baseball records in the face of McGraw's
disdain for the American League and the Ruth-led slugging style. Their worlk

evokes the early 19205 with the words of renowned sporiswriters such as Damon 1010

Runyon, Grantland Rice, and Hevwood Broun. With more than fifty photo- 538 pp. 6% o 53 photopraphs, 1 appendis,
graphs, the book offers a remarkably vivid picture of the colorful characters, the 4 tables

crosstown rivalry, and the incomparable performances that made this season a _330.95" hardcover 478-0-8o12-2080-7
lantie sgin s Canadiandiogy UK

Lyle Spatz is the author of many books, including Bad £ilf Dahles: The Rodlick-
ing IJﬁ. el Thrraes |.5I"urj Elr.'}' Buselnall Srar and Yamkess Cl!lr]rl'r.u,l. Yamkees fn}]rrg:
MNew York Yankee Player Transactions, 1ges through 1999, Steve Steinberg is the
author of Baseball h1y3ﬂ.|r. Lowuls, rgon -Jy;&;md nfnet?ui articles on e.urlrlx-g1wu|ul- tor th_‘: sport, for hm‘"" York, for an
eth-century baseball, including feature articles for the annual New York Yankees A.mn-.u.'n ﬁ“_'"_]" distancing ““][ from
official yearbooks. Charles C. Alexander Is Distinguished Professor Emeritus of wilr. Steve Stelnberg alnd Lyle hir'“l
History at Ohio University. He is the author of several baseball books, including have created a mosaic of u year in

Spoke: A Biography of Tris Speaker and Jodine McGraw (avallable in a Bison Books lmm:hal_l l_hat“is bf“h illuminating and
edition] entertaining”— Frank Deford

“1921 ks an incredibly comprehensive
ook at a pivotal baseball season—

et T ey ___E_-}éf_,. Please send me the books checked above
NEBRASKA G« v+

/o Longleal Services, Inc.
16 5 Boundary Strect

Subtatal

Shipping total™

| o Hill. we a5%14-sRok Sales tax*** "Recehve @ 20 discomnt o this
i e e i I book 32556 + shipping) when yeu
Available at bookstores or Grand total wnenlzan discount cide Basin
Order toll-free; Boo-848-6214 ! G
Orrder by fax: $00-272-6817 O Check enclosed O Discover O ¥isa O MO O AmEx
E-mail: customerservicedlonglealservices ang
Web: www.nebraskapress.unk.edu Accoant # Expiration Diate
Signature [ERT)
Ivame
Lraytimne Plione please mentien (his code when ordering sasio
Adldress

o domiesic order, plesso add a shipping charge of 860 for the first book and
sr.o0 for each addiiional book. For internaisonal orders, please sdd sio.oo for the

farst ok arsd 84,40 fur each sdditsanal book, All prices subject fn change without
rattice. *** Mebomtkn, Morth Carclina, and Pennsvdvamia residents plesse add sales
Lty Mike FATH tax acocnding o vour stare and local mie.
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What People Are Saying About 1921

“1921 is an incredibly comprehensive look at a pivotal baseball season—for the sport, for New York,
for an America that was finally distancing itself from war. Steve Steinberg and Lyle Spatz have created
amosaic of a year in baseball that is both illuminating and entertaining.”

—Frank Deford

“Two decades into the twentieth century, much of baseball was still playing a turn-of-the-century
game. 1921 represents one of the pivot points in baseball history, as the old style and its proponents,
embodied by John McGraw and his Giants, began to give way to what would become the modern
game, as embodied by Babe Ruth and his Yankees.”

—Bob Costas

"This is Lyle Spatz's and Steve Steinberg's sweet spot - nobody reports on this era better than they do,
and the cast of characters from 1921 remains fun, combative, and ready for baseball to become big
business."

—Marty Appel

“Steinberg’s and Spatz’s 1921 is a finely detailed, meticulously researched and documented, and well-
illustrated book that conveys a vivid feel for the times in baseball and American society in general. . .
. I wasn’t there, but Steinberg and Spatz often made me feel that | was.”

—Professor Charles C. Alexander

“Why are the Yankees the defending World Series Champions? The answers are found in part in this
well-written, fully documented, and sometimes gripping account of a previous pivotal year, coming
on the heels of the 1919 Black Sox scandal. The Yankees had sound management and an eye for
plucking talent from other teams. They also had the "vision thing," as made plain by their resolve to
build what was then a mammoth stadium. With vivid descriptions of Giants manager John McGraw,
both teams, the city, and the broader era, this delightful reading by two experts on early 20th-century
baseball is highly recommended.”

—Library Journal, Spring Baseball Roundup, 2/1/2010

“The coauthors capture the burgeoning rivalry and the first of several “subway series” between the
Yankees and Giants (and later, the Brooklyn Dodgers) that would take place over the next thirty-five
years. The 1921 World Series marked the first time for such an event. . .. There’s nothing like being
on the New York stage to build a reputation, and this was the first of seven post-season bonuses for
Ruth.

“Spatz and Steinberg, both members of the Society for American Baseball Research, are most adept at
obtaining and presenting their findings in a manner that is both educational (if one can use that word
when talking about sports) and entertaining.”

—Ron Kaplan, ForeWord Reviews, May/June 2010

www.stevesteinberg.net steve@stevesteinberg.net
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Despite the significance of the 1921 season—the Yankees' first pennant, the first all-New York World
Series, Ruth's 59 home runs and the dawn of the lively ball era—the year had never been documented
by any significant release. Steinberg and Spatz recognized the void in baseball's library. Both had
written about Yankee history and baseball in the 1920s and knew there was a story here to be told.

"For about two years at SABR conferences we were joking with each other 'you should really write a
book about 1921,” Steinberg says.

In the end they wound up collaborating on the project from opposite ends of the country, Spatz in
Florida and Steinberg in Seattle. They each tackled half the writing, and through the process of
editing each other's work melded a manuscript that reads in one consistent voice.

Countless hours spent poring over microfilm helped the authors see the players and teams as
witnesses of the era did. Newspapers were still king back in 1921, with a dozen different dailies in
New York alone. Spatz and Steinberg mined the work of legendary sportswriters like Damon Runyon
and Grantland Rice to bring the season alive in great detail. They also tapped into several private
photo collections and included more than 50 photographs.

While the scoreboard watching and standings updates get a little repetitive in spots, the regular-
season recaps are heavily sprinkled with stories that flesh out most of the players on each roster.
Those background tales are the strength of the book, though the World Series chapters are
exceptional as well.

As Steinberg states on his web site, "Time travel is possible.” In "1921," he and Spatz will take you
back to see this pivotal season for yourself.
—James Bailey, Baseball America, Sept. 30, 2010

“1921: The Yankees, The Giants, & The Battle For Baseball Supremacy In New York by Lyle Spatz and
Steve Steinberg is one of the best books I've read in quite some time. Spatz and Steinberg put a lot of
time and effort into their 515-page recollection of the 1921 season and it shows. In fact, the last 115
pages are loaded with appendices of box scores and league leaders, followed by a treasure trove of
source notes, followed by a bibliography that could choke a baseball historian (or the horse he rode
inon). For a baseball geek like myself, the source notes and bibliography are often as valuable as the
text within the body of the work itself.

“But it’s within the first 400 pages where Spatz and Steinberg really shine. Having written two books
myself, I know how difficult it is to be both informative and entertaining, but Spatz and Steinberg are
both and by the end of the book | felt like | knew just about everything there was to know about New
York circa 1921 and, of course, baseball in general.

“It's no surprise that Ruth and McGraw are the main characters in 1921, considering their gigantic
egos and personalities, and their accomplishments. . . . There were many more characters that make
the book such an interesting read . . . What | especially enjoyed about this book, though, was the

www.stevesteinberg.net steve@stevesteinberg.net
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authors’ liberal use of contemporary quotes and newspaper and magazine reports from the era. |
always like to know what was being written or said by those who were in the thick of The Game as it
was evolving and Spatz and Steinberg don’t disappoint.”

—Mike Lynch, seamheads.com, July 12, 2010

“Not only do the authors offer a stellar account of the 1921 season, they repeatedly use the words of
the sportswriters of the day, some of which present the social issues that help define the era. Sports
fans followed the 1921 season from the pens of some of the best writers of the twentieth century—
Grantland Rice, Heywood Broun, Damon Runyon, Westbrook Pegler and Ring Lardner to name just a
few. ... The result is a feeling akin to being an actual observer of the season.”

—Duncan R. Jamieson, Arete, Sport Literature Association, June 15, 2010

“Lyle Spatz and Steve Steinberg portray a hinge moment in baseball history, where the early game
gave way to the modern era. Hitting replaced pitching as the main attraction. The home run
supplanted John McGraw’s ‘inside baseball.” The 1921 World Series was a showdown between the
future, Babe Ruth’s Yankees, and the past, John McGraw’s Giants. . . . Babe Ruth (1895-1948)
naturally occupies a central role in the narrative . . . He was the first sports star to transcend sports.
He was the face of the transition from the old game to the new.

1921 stands on its own as the definitive work on the crucial 1921 season. . .. 1921 is a superior study
of a particularly important baseball season and will be useful in sports history and popular culture
COUrses.

—Robert W. Smith, Journal of Popular Culture, December 2010, Vol. 43, Issue 6

“Aside from having to lean mostly on the sports reporting for that time, the authors do their own
tireless research with the help of many experts, and that shows, if only in the volume of material and
meticulous notations. As many projects like this that want to distinguish themselves from just another
throw-away history book, there’s a full page of notes just on the photography used in the book, 50
pictures that have not been seen in years in some cases.”

—Tom Hoffarth, Los Angeles Daily News, 4/8/2010

“This is a book that carefully and cogently tells the narrative of the United States and big league
baseball on the cusp of change. It's Babe Ruth vs. John J. McGraw and their respective teams and a
very interesting season and much more.”

—Dr. Harvey Frommer on Sports, 4/4/2010

“[1921] is a handsomely presented, top-shelf physical product, with no stinting on any of the extras:
wonderful photos aplenty, richly detailed endnotes and . . . the luxury of appendices providing box
scores and statistical tables. . . . No detail has been overlooked, and no small effort spared. These
accoutrements surround an equally major league quality of content. [1921] plainly aspires to be the
premier source on its chosen subject . . . abundantly succeeds in that endeavor and . . . does a
masterful job of elegantly weaving relevant quotations from other sources into the narrative.

www.stevesteinberg.net steve@stevesteinberg.net
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“Nineteen-twenty-one was certainly among the most pivotal seasons in major league history, as the
sport endeavored to re-establish credibility in the wake of the shattering Black Sox scandal
revelations . . . while offering a brand-new high-scoring style, centered around the exploits of the
most amazing sports superstar yet seen, and it did so with that superstar's New York Yankees
achieving their very first pennant, and then facing off in the World Series against the long-dominant
cross-town New York Giants. So it’s easy to see why Spatz and Steinberg decided to focus on this year
and this city.”

—Steve Treder, Hardball Times, June 1, 2010

“Though a bit heavy on descriptive summaries of individual games during the 1921 baseball season,
this carefully researched book is a good example of what baseball can teach about US culture and
history. Specialists on early -20" century baseball, Spatz and Steinberg focus on the Yankees and
Giants in their first intra-city World Series competition to reveal changes in post-WWI baseball and
society. They emphasize how the excitement associated with Babe Ruth and his mounting home-run
feats transformed the game, regenerated baseball’s popularity, and closely paralleled the growing
opulence, celebrity, and unconventionality of life in New York during the 1920s. . . . An informative,
enjoyable book for the baseball fan, but not a requisite academic resource.

—B. Tavakolian, Science & Technology, August 2010, Vol. 47, No. 11

“Here’s a piece of history that has a fine narrative energy, a star-studded cast of characters including
Babe Ruth, and some memorable quotes from the likes of sports-writing immortals such as Damon
Runyon, Grantland Rice, and Heywood Broun. . . . It includes over 50 photographs to bring that
historic season alive.”

—Robert Birnbaum, The Morning News, June 9, 2010

“The authors lead us through the season and the tight races that each team had, introduce us to the
players, and, then, in the last third of the book, report on the eight-game World Series in which Ruth
hit only one home run. It was a dramatic series, and the authors have done good research and have
written an entertaining book.”

—Charles Stephen, Lincoln Journal-Star, 4/11/2010

www.stevesteinberg.net steve@stevesteinberg.net
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1921

Spatz, Lyla

ESPN: Sweet Spol
By Christina Kahrl
Author Inerview
May 19, 2011

Rec'd: May 20, 2011

Award-winning baseball history

iy Christina Kahrl

Last weekend, | was in Cleveland attending the Seymour Medal conference as the keynote
speaker, but that's less interesting than the conference, and particularly the raison o'etre
for the event itself. The Seymour Medal, named for the eminent baseball historians Harold
Sevmour and Dorothy (Seymour) Mills, is awarded by the Society for American Baseball
Research; it honors the best work of baseball history published in the previous calendar
year. This year, SABR awarded the hardware to co-authors Lyle Spatz and Steve Steinberg
for their book, 1921: The Yankees, The Giants, and the Battle for Baseball Supremacy in New
¥ork [University of Nebraska Press).

After the conference, they discussed their work with me, with an eyve towards explaining
why it's a volume you might want to add to your own baseball bookshelf:

CK: Your book 1921 talks about o season that concluded with an all-New York World Series
showdown. Besides the series itselfl what was at stake for baseball?

Lyle Spatz: Because the public did not become aware of the 1919 Black Sox scandal until
very late in 1920, the 1921 season was in many ways a test, to see if fans would still care
about the game, Two great pennant races and several heroic individual performances
showed they did. Also at stake was baseball supremacy in its major market, New York City,
and the way the game would be played in the future.

Steve Steinberg: It was also the fist year of the commissioner [Kenesaw Mountain Landis],
who was solidifying his power and banned the Black Sox. It was a year in which Babe Ruth
has his second power season in a row, in New York, solidifying the emergence of a new

http:# fespn.gocomblogd sweetspot/posty/_Sid /11163 faward «winning-baseball-history
l|Page
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long-ball game, and the end of the Deadball Era. And 1921 reflected New York's rise to the
top of the baseball world, where it would stay for most of the century.

CK: The game itself was different, but so was the sportswriting. In yvour research, where did
vou notice the higaest differences between the game, then and now, and what were they?

LS: Before radio and TV, to say nothing of the blogosphere, fans got all their information
from newspapers. New York had a multitude of newspapers, morning and afternoon, and
most with several editions. Writing for these papers were some of the most memaorable
reporters and columnists ever to cover the game, a group that included Grantland Rice,
Fred Lieb, Damon Runyon, Joe Vila, Hugh Fullerton, and Sam Crane. While in some cases,
the language was a bit flowery, references were sometimes made to poetry and the classics
that unfortunately many modern day readers would find incomprehensible.

While these men were not averse to criticizing the plavers, mangers, or club executives,
each had his favorites and those they wanted replaced. Even Ruth, McGraw, and Miller
Hugpins came in for their share of bad press, vet there was a seemingly unwritten line
regarding personal habits they mostly did not cross. Nevertheless, discerning fans knew
that when the newspaper said that Giants pitcher Phil Douglas was taking some personal
time off, what was really happening was that Douglas had disappeared on one of his
periodic drinking sprees. Now, of course, we would know the flophouse he was in and the
brand of outlawed whiskey he was drinking,

88: Sportswriters -- most of them -- assumed the role of making ballplayers "heroic.” The
start of a 19205’ emergence of sports superstars: Jack Dempsey (boxing), Bobby Jones
(golf), Bill Tilden (tennis), and the Babe, We drew on a dozen or so New York papers alone,
and others in other cities. Each added perspective to the season; each revealed some things
that others did not provide.

In '21, a dominating, control(ling) guy such as John McGraw could still flourish (as a
manager)... that's almost inconceivable today. He called every pitch of the 1921 World
Series from the dugout.

CK: Why should contemporary fans care about the 1921 season, and what lessons does it
provide them as they follow the game today?

LS: As a baseball historian, my belief is that fans should care about every season;
realistically, not everyone does. However, no living fan can remember a time when the
Yankees were not the most famous franchise in baseball. That all began in 1921,

http:/ fespn.go.comblog/sweetspot /post,_fid 11163 faward -winning-baseball-history
2|Page
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S8: It was the first Yankees pennant; up until then, this was a team with a long history of
losing. It ended with one of the greatest conflicts in baseball history, as the Yankees-Giants
battle was about who would deminate Mew York, which style of baseball would dominate
the game, and which man -- McGraw or Ruth -- would be number one in New York.

It's almost incomprehensible, Babe's dominance of the game in 1921. He was 12.4 percent
of all American League home runs that year. Had Barry Bonds hit 12.4 percent of all
National League homers in 2001, he would have had to have hit 366. 1921 reminds that,
while fans love great players and managers, they really enjoy the really colorful great ones
even more,

Finally, the wealthy teams -- as these two teams were -- could pay for talent from the less
wealthy clubs, a trend we have seen repeatedly since. The "21 Yankees had the Red Sox, the
21 Giants had the Braves and Phillies. Money has and will continue to influence the game,
yet basehall still continues to thrive.

http:/ fespn.go.com blogf sweetspot/post,/_Sid, 11163 /award -winning-baseball-history
3 | Page
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Steuben Event eVite

THE YANKEES, THE GIANTS, £ THE

BATTLE FOR BASESALL SUPREMACY IM REW YORK

aw Sladivm, tha Firel Fankees
aEphip, and Ihe Redamption of 1978

— Jdonathan Ellt:l

Join authors Lyle Spatz, Steve
Steinberg, and Robert Weintraub

RESVE; G45,40
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Museum of the City of New York Casey Stengel Event Flyer

THE GREATEST CHARACTER OF THE GAME

CASEY STENGEL'S BASEBALL

THURSDAY, APRIL 14 AT 6:30 PM

In its longstanding relaticnship with baseball, New York City has been home
to four Major League teams: the Yankees, Giants, Dodgers, and Mets, But
only one man wore all four uniforms: Casey Stengel. Dubbed by sportswriters
"The Professor” for his expansive knowledoe of all things basaball and
named "The Greatest Character of the Game® by the MLB Network, Stengs!
wags one of the sport's most prominent fixturas. Still, his career was not
without controversy, most notably when the Mets finished last in their league

1220 Fifth Avenue  T0r all four years he managed the team,

Mew York, NY 10028 Jain us for an intimate look at the career and legacy of this icon of

2125341672 America's pastime featuring:
W meny.org

MARTY APPEL, former public relations director and television producer for
the Mew York Yankses and author of Munson: The Life and Dealh of a
Yankes @mm (Doubleday, 2009)
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AN - Press Qezandmeﬁ‘

..'Muﬁsbbdtsmﬂ #2 or #3 lrain o Cantral Park
then south o 103rd St Bus: M1, m.m 106 o
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Baseball in St. Louis 1900-1925 Flyer

Baseball in St. Louis: 1900-1925
by Steve Steinberg

St. Louis was a hotbed of
baseball activity in the early
20th century. Although no
pennants flew over the city
from 1900 to 1925, St. Louis
teams of that era included an
amazing 21 future Hall of
Famers. The author draws on
more than 20 phﬂto
“"collectionis, with in-depth |
looks ‘at an important yet
overlooked era and the people
who made it come alive.

128 pages * 180 vintage pfr-atogmph's" 5-:$'19.'9.9
“Baseball in St. Louis 1900-1925 is an inside- thespark

home run. Steinberg’s commitment to accuracy is
unsurpassed among baseball authars. His motivation 4

3h1ﬂ€5 EhT {)th — Bill Deane, Baseball authnr and former Senior Researcher
at the National BHﬁEbﬂ.ﬂ Haﬁﬁf Fame Library, Cooperstown

ARCADIA 2

Cal BEETO

Available at area bookstores, 1ndependent retallers -:ln-hna buﬂkstﬂr&& or through
Arcadia Publishing at www.arcadiapublishing.com or (888) 313-2665
For information about the author of Baseball in St. Louis please visit www.stevesteinberg.net

www.stevesteinberg.net steve@stevesteinberg.net
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Cover of Steve's Article in Yankees Magazine, Roaring Race
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Cover of Steve’s article in YANKEES Yearbook
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Cover of Steve’s article in Rain Check, Spitballing
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Steve Delivers Paper at National Convention 2007

SABR 37 CONVENTION PROGRAM

5 1. LOUIS

JULY 26-29. 2007

Event 21—3:30—4 M (Ballroom E/G)

Research Presentation T06: Steve Steinberg

"September 18, 1922: The Most Heartbreaking Loss in St. Louis
Baseball History"™

The final game of the "little World Seties” berween the Yankees and the Browns in
Sporsman's Park was indeed & heartbreaker for the home team. The Browns entered
the game in seconid place, o mere half-game behind the Bronx Bombers, and then saw
five late-inning bad breaks deprive them of victory. The threegame ser, taken 2-1 by
the Yankees, fearured New York bnally defeating its old nemesis Urban Shocker in the
opener, even though centerfielder Whitey Witt was knocked unconscious by a soft-
drink bottle thrown from the stands. The Browns rallied to win the second game behind
Hub Pruett, the southpow screwhaller who “owned” Babe Ruth, while Browns™ first-
baseman Ceorge Sisler extended his record hitting streak o 44 games. The strongese
Browns team ever (including the 1944 AL champs, Steve Steinberg believes) would finish
a game behind the Yankees, How different would the Browns' franchise history have
been had the 1922 squad won that series and then the pennanc!

Steve L. Steinberg (Seattle WA) is completing 2 book about spitball pitcher Urhan
Shocker and Baseball in the late teens and 19205, SHOCKER! Discovering a Silent Here
of Baseballs Golden Age. He is 2 former apparel retziler who lives in Seattle with his wife
and three children. He has been o SABR member since 1999 and can be reached ac
l;.,a._-.;”h._-rglﬁ.;ﬂu-_wrh |_'|:||r|.] or ti—.;|'|_1|:|_=;|1 ||i:1' '.-.!ul.'! Aile, H‘i.n.ll.l.liTI.’t.‘ﬂ}I'l.r_'lililfT. el

www.stevesteinberg.net steve@stevesteinberg.net
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Steve's Program on Holland America Cruise
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Steve's Lecture, St. Louis Mercantile Library

THE 8T, LOUIS MERCANTILE LIBRARY
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI - 5T, LOUIS
PRESENTS ITS

LUNCH CI"JLECTURE

Steve Steinberg
BASEBALL IN ST. LOUIS 1900-1925:
History in the Making

Wednesday, October 5™ 2005
Millenmium Student Center
Century Room A
University of Missouri — St. Louis

12 Noon — 1:00 PM

For luncheon reservations call (314) 516-7242

By September 30th, 2005
MASTERCARD AND VISA ACCEPTED
MEMBERS $15.00 NON-MEMBERS $15.00

www.stevesteinberg.net steve@stevesteinberg.net
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Steve in Prior Life as Retail Exec

Dear Valued Hub Clothing Customet,

Recently | have beean getting a lot of
comments and questions regarding our stores,
People want fo know “what’s going on at Hub
Clothing?”

We have been working very hard to create
the best experience EVERY time you visi, Are we
sarious? Absolutely! We will do "WHATEVER IT TAKES®
to rmake it right,

From our new "no hassle” return policy to our frequent shopper program,
we want to make Hub Clothing a special ploce, This ks only the beginning.
We are not there yel, but it is where we are going. As a small company with
a big heart, we care about you. We will confinue to look for ways to make
your shopping experience the best it can be,

If at arytime we fall short of your expectations, something just doesn't
go right... | want to know, And if we exceed your expectations, | would love
to know that tool Please call me at 1-800-520-9377 ext. 114 or 1-888-972-2043,
| want to hear frorm you. Or pick up a comment card in one of our storas,

| reclly do read therm and take your concerns serloushy.

K™ R,
Steve Steinberg
President

Everything We Do... We Care About Youl

www.stevesteinberg.net steve@stevesteinberg.net
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Steve's PowerPoint Presentations

Steve has given many presentations on early 20" century baseball in a wide range of settings, from
national conventions and regional conferences to state historical societies and cruise ship events. His
talks all draw heavily on vintage baseball photos with PowerPoint presentations that are informative,
engaging, and entertaining.

Steve’s focus and expertise is the 1910s and 1920s, the Golden Age of the National Pastime, when Ty
Cobb and Babe Ruth starred on the national stage. The middle of that time period—around 1920—
was a great turning point in the history of the game. That was when baseball transitioned from the
low-scoring Deadball Era, exemplified by Cobb, to the high-scoring Lively Ball Era, led by Ruth.

Steve tailors his talks to his audience, from the scholarly to the casual. He sees himself as a story teller
and memory keeper. He relishes the opportunities to share the lives of forgotten baseball
personalities and explain why they are remarkable and significant.

Here are Steve’s PowerPoint presentations:

Grover Cleveland Alexander,
A Photograph Opens a Door to a Rare Joyous Time & Special Relationship

Larry Ritter and Donald Honig wrote in The 100 Greatest Baseball Players of All Time, “The years of
Grover Cleveland Alexander were filled with as much glitter and glory, heartache and tragedy, as
there is to be found in the history of American sports.” This presentation focuses on a rare period of
joy in his difficult post-WW! life, with the help of rare images from his family life. It deals with his
private demons of alcohol and epilepsy, and the anchor in his life—the woman who lived with him
and left him, but always loved him.

Miller Huggins, The Genius of Hug

Miller Huggins was the first successful leader of the New York Yankees (1918-29) and the
first Yankee manager of Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig. He led the team to six American League pennants
and three world championships. He was elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1964. Rare and
revealing photographs shed light on the man and his philosophy. The presentation looks at the
challenges he faced and the obstacles he overcame as he developed his leadership skills.

Christy Mathewson, Matty and the Browns:
A Window onto the AL-NL War

This is the story of legendary New York Giants’ pitcher Christy Mathewson’s signing with the St. Louis
Browns for the 1903 season and the Browns’ later giving up their claim to him, in order to end the
American League-National League war. This presentation looks at the war between the established
National League and upstart American League, and the settlement of that war. How different baseball

www.stevesteinberg.net steve@stevesteinberg.net
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history would have been, had the Browns not given him up. Steve later received a national award, the
2007 McFarland-SABR Baseball Research Award, for his article based on this research of this story.

Jack Quinn, Methuselah of the Mound

John Picus Quinn pitched in the Majors until he was fifty and still owns some age-related records. The
spitball pitcher was repeatedly cast aside, called “finished” and “too old.” Released in 1912 by the
Yankees, overlooked after the Federal League dissolved in late 1915, reacquired and then traded by
the Yankees after the 1921 season, waived by the Red Sox in 1925, and released by the Athletics late
in 1930, he repeatedly and successfully came back. This paper looks at the mystery of his age and
country of origin, as well as the remarkable journey to solve those questions. It also highlights his
career through revealing photographs.

Babe Ruth and the End of the Deadball Era:
1919-1921

1901 to 1919 is known as baseball’s Deadball Era: low-scoring games with pitchers’ duels and few
home runs. 1920 is known as the start of the Lively Ball Era, when slugging took over. What were the
factors that brought about the end of the era typified and dominated by Ty Cobb, and the start of the
era personified by Babe Ruth? 1919 to 1921 was a watershed time period, as the National Pastime
went through some of its greatest change. Here’s a look at that earlier era and the start of the later
one, along with some of the great performers of each.

World War One & Free Agency:
The Fateful 1918 Battle for Jack Quinn

This is the story of an overlooked, yet revealing and far-reaching episode in the long career of spitball
pitcher Jack Quinn: the battle for his services between the New York Yankees and the Chicago White
Sox. With the looming backdrop of World War One and baseball’s shortened season, baseball’s
governing body made a ruling that went a long way toward contributing to its very demise. This
presentation shows how an accidental and seemingly minor dispute can have far-reaching
implications.

Urban Shocker, Courage and Love of the Game
A Silent Hero of Baseball’s Golden Age

Urban Shocker was a spitball pitcher of the late Teens and 1920s, a 20-game winner four straight
years for the St. Louis Browns. One of the best and smartest hurlers in the game, he starred on the
great 1927 New York Yankees. He won 37 games for the 1926 and 1927 Yankees (records of 19-11
and 18-6, respectively) while battling the deadly heart disease that would claim his life in 1928. Itis a
remarkable, forgotten story of courage and love of the game. This presentation looks at Shocker’s
transition from the volatile young ballplayer that the Yankees traded away to the quiet student of the

www.stevesteinberg.net steve@stevesteinberg.net
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game when he returned to the team he loved and struggled with the fatal illness that he hid from
virtually everyone. It also explores why Shocker has been forgotten, while another Yankee with a
deadly illness, Lou Gehrig, became an icon and household name.

Tris Speaker,
A Leader among Men

Tris Speaker is considered one of the greatest hitters and center fielders of all time. He is rarely
considered a great manager, though his rallying Cleveland to the 1920 World Championship after the
death of Ray Chapman is acknowledged. His remarkable achievement in assembling that team and
managing the Indians in 1921—keeping them in the pennant race against all odds—is overlooked.
This presentation looks at his eye for talent, his cutting-edge tactics, and his leadership skills. Most of
all it looks at how he built and maintained a winner.

1921, The Yankees and the Giants:
The Battle for Baseball Supremacy in New York

The 1921 baseball season revolved around two sensational pennant races, culminating in a dramatic
World Series. Set in America's greatest city at the dawn of its most flamboyant decade, this is the story
of the New York Yankees winning their first pennant and then battling their Polo Grounds landlords
and hated rivals, John McGraw’s Giants, in the first all-New York World Series. Two teams were
fighting for the hearts and minds of New Yorkers, as the city rose to the top of the baseball world,
where it remained for much of the 20™ century. They were also battling for the future direction of the
game, as it moved from the low-scoring Deadball Era to the long ball Lively Ball Era. This
presentation looks at the charismatic Babe Ruth’s assault on baseball records in the face of McGraw’s
disdain for the Ruth-led new slugging style.

September 18, 1922:
The Most Heartbreaking Loss in St. Louis Baseball History

The 1922 St. Louis Browns were perhaps the greatest Browns’ team ever. The third and final game of
what was called the “Little World Series” was played before an enormous crowd at Sportsman’s Park
in St. Louis, between the Yankees and the Browns. With first place and ultimately the AL pennant at
stake (the Yankees were in first by %2 game at the time), the game and its finish had incredible drama,
including five late-inning bad breaks that saw the game slip away from the Browns, who lost the
pennant by only one game. This presentation sets the stage for the series, the fierce pennant race. It
looks at the drama of the final innings, including the chess-like 9" inning moves of what was arguably
the most heartbreaking game in St. Louis baseball history.

New York Yankees, Creating a Dynasty:
Before the Yankees had a Winning Tradition

www.stevesteinberg.net steve@stevesteinberg.net
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While the New York Yankees dominated the 20" century like no other sports team, they were a weak,
losing team in the first two decades of the 1900s. The process of building a sorry franchise into a
winner did not occur accidently or quickly. It required a remarkable and coordinated leadership
effort, from the dugout to the owner’s suite. This presentation looks at their early struggles and
emerging success in the 1920s, with a particular focus on their remarkable turnaround of 1925-1926.
While Babe Ruth played a key role in their first winning decade, so did other key forces, inc. Yankees
manager Miller Huggins.

Baseball in St. Louis, 1900-1925:
History in the Making

No pennants flew over St. Louis in the first quarter of the 20" century, yet 22 future Hall of Famers
wore a St. Louis uniform at some time during these years. The St. Louis Browns (who became the
Baltimore Orioles in 1954) actually were better and more popular than the St. Louis Cardinals most
of these seasons. Yet the Cardinals, under the leadership of Branch Rickey, were laying the
foundation that would lead to nine pennants in the second quarter of the century, starting with 1926.
This talk includes a look at some of the most colorful and talented players the game has ever known
and cutting-edge developments, from two baseball wars to Branch Rickey’s farm system. This
presentation is based on Steve’s book of more than 180 photos, Baseball in St. Louis 1900-1925.

New York and St. Louis, Building a Winning Organization:
Elements of Success

When the New York Yankees became a winner in the 1920s, they put in motion elements that would
foster success for decades to come. What are these Elements of Success, the building blocks of not
simply a winning team but a dominant organization for years to come? They were set in place by
owner Jacob Ruppert, business manager Ed Barrow, and manager Miller Huggins. There are some
fascinating parallels with the Yankees of 1996 to 2006, too. This discussion will conclude with a look
at a different path to success, that taken by the St. Louis Cardinals, which was driven by Branch
Rickey and the rise of the Farm System.
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Steve’s Steinberg’s Appearances, Spring-Summer 2010

1921: The Yankees, the Giants, and the Battle for Baseball Supremacy in New

York

Friday, March 12, 2010

Late morning session

Thursday, March 25 &
Friday, March 26, 2010

Thursday, April 1, 2010
7:00 PM

Friday, April 2, 2010
7:00 PM

Saturday, April 3, 2010
2:00 PM

Thursday, April 8, 2010
6:00 PM

Thursday, April 22, 2010
7:30 PM

Friday, May 21, 2010
5:00 PM

Thursday, May 27, 2010

Fiesta Resort Conference Center, Tempe, AZ

“Grover Cleveland Alexander: A Photograph Opens a Door to a Rare and
Joyous Time and Special Relationship”

Steve will be signing copies of 1921 at the NINE Conference

Public Library Assn. (PLA) National Conference, Portland, OR
Steve will be handing out flyers and order forms on 1921

Westchester SABR (Society for American Baseball Research)
Meeting, Greenburgh City Hall
Steve will be speaking on and doing a signing for 1921
Steve will be speaking on and doing a signing for 1921
This will be a PowerPoint presentation, with photos

Barnes & Noble, Manhasset, NY
http://store-locator.barnesandnoble.com/store/1912 and
http://store-locator.barnesandnoble.com/event/3030717
Steve will be speaking on and doing a signing for 1921

New York Public Library, St. George Library, Staten Island
www.nypl.org/locations/st-george-library-center
Steve will be speaking on and doing a signing for 1921
This will be a PowerPoint presentation, with photos

New York Public Library, Ft. Washington Library, Washington Hts

www.nypl.org/locations/fort-washington
Steve will be speaking on and doing a signing for 1921
This will be a PowerPoint presentation, with photos

Annie Bloom’s Books, Portland, OR www.annieblooms.com
Steve will be speaking on and doing a signing for 1921
Joint appearance with Mark Armour, author of the Joe Cronin bio

Elliott Bay Bookstore, Seattle, WA www.elliottbaybook.com
Steve will be speaking on and doing a signing for 1921
Joint appearance with Mark Armour, author of the Joe Cronin bio
Co-presented by NWSABR, the Northwest chapter of the Society
for American Baseball Research

This will be a PowerPoint presentation, with photos

Note 5:00 PM time and new store location on Capitol Hill

Book signing at BEA (BookExpo), Javits Center, New York City

www.stevesteinberg.net
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10:00 AM

Wednesday, June 16, 2010
7:00 PM

Thursday, July 15, 2010
7:00 PM

Saturday, July 17, 2010
4:15 PM

Wednesday, August 5-
Sunday August 8, 2010

Friday, August 20, 2010
1:00 PM

Saturday, August 21, 2010
TBD

Steve will be signing copies of 1921

Third Place Books, Lake Forest Park, WA
www.thirdplacebooks.com
Steve will be speaking on and doing a signing for 1921
This will be a PowerPoint presentation, with photos

Federal Way Regional Library www.kcls.org/federalway
Steve will be speaking on and doing a signing for 1921

Note: This is the newly remodeled and expanded library at
34200 1* So., not the Federal Way branch library on S. 320th
This will be a PowerPoint presentation, with photos

Mission Bay Borders Books, San Francisco, CA

http://www.borders.com/online/store/StoreDetailView 519

“Bases Full at Borders: 3 Baseball Looks and Books: a Novel, a
Bio, a Season,” moderated by author Darryl Brock

Steve will be speaking and doing a signing for 1921

Joint appearance with Mark Armour, author of the Joe Cronin bio
and Jeff Gillenkirk, author of baseball novel Home, Away

Note: This bookstore is a block from the San Francisco Giants AT&T Park.
The event will be held before the New York Mets-Giants game, which is
also Tim Lincecum bobblehead night.

SABR (Society for American Baseball Research) National
Convention, Sheraton Atlanta Hotel, Atlanta, Georgia

Steve will be signing copies of 1921 at the convention

Steve and Lyle Spatz will be presenting a paper, “21 in '21:
21 Facts You Might not Know about 1921”
This will be a PowerPoint presentation, with photos

Bullpen Theater, Baseball Hall of Fame, Cooperstown, New York
Joint appearance with co-author Lyle Spatz
This will be a PowerPoint presentation, with photos

Burlington, Vermont
This will be a PowerPoint presentation, with photos
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